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Merit-Based Programs

Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program
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Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program =
Florida Statutes 240.40201- .40209

Funded by the Florida lottery, the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program
{FBFSP) rewards Florida high school students for their high academic achievement.
In addition, this program encourages students to continue their postsecondary
education at a Florida institution of higher education.

Award Level

Florida’s merit-based scholarship program consists of three award categories: the
Florida Academic Scholars (FAS) award, the Florida Merit Scholars (FMS) award, and
the Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars {(GSV) award.

» Recipients of the FAS award receive the equivalent of 100% of the cost of tuition
and fees at a Florida public postsecondary institution, plus $300 per semester for
coliege-related expenses.

 The highest ranked FAS initial recipient from each district receives an additional
$750 per semester as the Academic Top Scholar (ATS).

» Recipients of the FMS and the GSV awards receive the equivalent of 75% of the
cost of tuition and fees at a public postsecondary institution.

» Bright Futures award recipients attending private institutions receive fixed award
amounts based on 100% (FAS) or 75% (FMS, GSV) of the average tuition and
fees covered at a comparable Florida public institution.
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Eligibility

diploma with:

s 3.5 weighted GPA

s 15 credits of college
preparatory academic courses
and

¢ 75 hours of community service.

» Best composite score of 1270
SATor28 ACT

The other ways to qualify listed

below must also meet the

community service hours
reguirement.

e  Natl. Merit or Achievement
Scholars and Finalists
National Hispanic Schelars
IB Diploma Recipients

s  Students who have completed
the IB Curriculum with best
composite score of 1270 SAT
or 28 ACT

e Students who have attended a
home education program
according to 5.232.02(4), F.8,,
registered with the district
during grades 11 and 12, with
best composite score of 1270
SAT or 28 ACT

+  GED with best composite
score of 1270 SAT or 28 ACT
and a 3.5 weighted GPA in the
above 15 required credits

+ Early Admissions - best
composite score of 1270 SAT
or 28 ACT & a 3.5 weighted
GPA in courses completed.

| Standard Florida high school

qui
TF e

diploma with:

» 3.0 weighted GPA

e 15 credits of college preparatory
academic courses,

¢ No community service
requirement.

» Best composite score of 970
SAT or 20 ACT

rements for 2002 High School Graduates

diploma with:

* 3.0 weighted GPA

s 15.5 core credits required for
high school graduation and

e a 3.5 unweighted GPA in a
minimum of 3 vocational
credits in one vocational

prograri.
+ No community service
requirement
e Students must earn the minimum
score on each subsection of
the CPT, SAT, or ACT:
- CPT: Reading 83
Sentence Skills 83
Algebra 72
- SAT: Verbal 440
Math 440
- ACT: English 17
Reading 18
Math 19

+ National Merit or
Achievement Scholars and
Finalists and National
Hispanic Scholars who have
not completed 75 hours of
community service

e Students who have completed
the IB Curriculum with best
composite score of 970 SAT
or 20 ACT

+ Students who have attended a
home education program
according to 5. 232.02(4),
F.S., registered with the
district during grades 11 and
12, and have a best
composite score of 1070 SAT
or 23 SAT

¢ GED with best composite
score of 970 SAT or 20 ACT
and a 3.0 weighted GPA in
the above 15 required credits

* Early Admissions with best
compaosite score of 970 SAT
or20 ACTanda3.0 GPA in
curriculum courses
completed

GED and test requirements listed
above and 3.0 weighted GPA using
the 15.5 credits listed above, and a
3.5 unweighted GPA ina
minimum of 3 vocational credits in
one vocational program.




Other eligibility requirements for 2002 High School Graduates

In addition to meeting the academic requirements for eligibility, a student must:

apply by completing a Florida Financial Aid Application by the date of the
student’s high school graduation;

be a Florida resident and a U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen (the
postsecondary institution attended determines Florida residency and citizenship
status);

earn a standard Florida high school diploma or its equivalent (see the Bright
Futures website at www.MyFloridaEducation.com/brfuture for information
regarding students in an Early Admissions Program, students completing a
Home Education Program, students earning a diploma via the GED exam, or
students who are dependents of persons on military or public service
assignment outside of Florida);

be accepted by and seeking a degree or certificate in an eligible Florida public
or independent postsecondary educational institution;

be enrolled for at least six semester credit hours or the equivalent per term;
not have been found guilty of or pled no contest to a felony charge; and
receive the first disbursement, or apply for reinstatement, within three years of
high school graduation.

Key Statistics

Of the 33,047 students receiving Florida Bright Futures Scholarship funding for
the first time in the 2001-2002 academic year, 75% met the renewal
requirement to continue receiving funding in 2002-2003.

91% of students receiving Bright Futures scholarships for the 2001-2002
academic year attended public postsecondary institutions.

Summer funding was not available during the 2002 summer sessions.
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Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program

1997-08 19 7,011 9,861 6,838 23,7160 30,701
1998-99 64 7453 15,576 2314 25,3430 32,048
1999-00 66 7,926 18,201 2,402 28,529 35614
2000-01 63 6,031 24,184 2,040 32255 39,729
2001-02 66 6,345 25,495 1.210 33,050] 40,580
1997-98%% 161 11,608 3,174 3,827 18,6091 24,090
1998-99 152 14,132 9,569 7,021 30,7220 34,834
1999-00 170 16,348 22221 3,907 42,476] 45,188
2000-01 179 18,443 34,296 2,062 54,801 57,405
2001-02 195 18,390 45,078 1,776 65.244] 76411
199798 200 18,619 13,035 10,665 423190 54,791
1998-99 216 21,585 25,145 9,333 56,065 66,382
1999-00 236 24274 40,422 6,309 71,005 80,802
2000-01 242 24,474 58,480 4,102 87.056]  97.134
2001-02 261 24,735 70,573 2,986 98,294] 116,991

$43,603,062

1697-98 $289,874 $15,242,245;  $10,431,788
1998-99 §302,434} §51,827,637| $31,153,146] $10,049,353
1999-00 $356,993| $65.248,346) $58,656,888 $7,588,704
2000-01 $343,304| $68.799.621; $90,574,018 $5,052,404| $164,769,347 -
2001-02 $366,737| $67,261,535; $103,792,891 $3,493,754| 174,914,917}

* ATS students are not counted in Total Disbhursed column since they are included in the FAS count.
*#1997-98 Renewals represent former Florida Undergraduate Scholars Fund and/or Vocational Gold Seal

Endorsement Scholarship Program recipients
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Professional Programs

Critical Teacher Shortage Student Loan Forgiveness Program
Critical Teacher Shortage Tuition Reimbursement Program
Exceptional Student Education Training Grant
Instructional Aide Scholarship Program

Critical Occupational Therapist or Physical Therapist
Shortage Student Loan Forgiveness Program

Critical Occupational Therapist or Physical Therapist
Shortage Tuition Reimbursement Program
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Critical Teacher Shortage Student Loan Forgweness

Florida Statute 231.621 State Board of Education Rule 6A-20.013

The Critical Teacher Shortage (CTS) Student Loan Forgiveness Program provides
financial assistance to eligible Florida teachers for the repayment of undergraduate
and graduate educational loans which led to certification and subsequent
employment at a Florida publicly-funded school in a critical teacher shortage subject
area.

Award Level

Recipients of the CTS Student Loan Forgiveness Program may receive an annual
award of up to $2,500 for up to four years to repay undergraduate joans and $5,000
for up to two years to repay graduate loans that supported postsecondary education
studies. Eligible teachers employed in Florida publicly-funded schools (K-12) may
receive a maximum of $10,000 toward repayment of their educational loans.

Eligibility

Eligible teachers submit an application, applicable transcripts, verification of loan
balance, and verification of employment by July 15 after the end of their first school
year certified and teaching in the critical shortage area. In order to receive a full
annual award, recipients must have taught a full-year, 180 days, in a Florida publicly-
funded school (K-12) or developmental research school in a designated CTS subject
area. If an eligible teacher has taught a CTS subject area at an appropriate school
for at least 90 days during his/her first school year of teaching, he/she may receive
one-half the fuil annual award.

Key Statistics

The CTS Student Loan Forgiveness and Tuition Reimbursement programs shared an
appropriation of $3,479,133 for 2001-2002. This was a decrease of almost 50%
from the 2000-2001 appropriation. The average loan forgiveness award amount was
$1,844. Awards were prorated for the 2001-2002 award vyear.

Critical Teacher: Shortage Student Loan Forgiveness Program

- Year : "~ Disbursed Funds =
]997 98 1 168 §3,243,879
1998-99 1,293 $3,509,630
1999-00 1,451 $4,140,529
2000-01 1,614 $4,797.,127
2001-02 1,779 $3,280,503
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Critical Teacher Shortage Tuition Reimbursement Program
Florida Statute 240.4064  State Board of Education Rule 6A-20.012

The Critical Teacher Shortage (CTS) Tuition Reimbursement Program was created for
the purpose of improving skills and knowtedge of certified full-time publicly-funded
school employees currently teaching or preparing to teach in a Pre K-12 critical teacher
shortage area as approved by the State Board of Education.

Award Level

Recipients may receive tuition reimbursement payments for up to nine (9) semester
hours or the equivalent per year at a rate of up to $78 per credit hour for a maximum
amount of $702 per year from the funds available for this program.

Eligibility
Any full-time employee in a publicly-funded school (Pre K-12) or developmental
research school who is certified to teach in Florida is eligible for this program. Tuition
reimbursement is available for:
» state-approved undergraduate courses leading to certification in a critical teacher
shortage area as determined by the State Board of Education, or
» graduate level courses leading to an advanced degree.

Key Statistics
The CTS Tuition Reimbursement and Student Loan Forgiveness Programs shared the

same appropriation of $3,479,133 for 2001-2002.

LY. Critical Teacher Shortage Tuition Reimbursement Program

1997-98 $539,030
1998-99 1,110 $479,649
1995-00 654* $145,345
2000-01 2,626% $534,722
2001-02 2,507* $336,441
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Exceptional Student Education Training Grant Program
Florida Statute 240.405  State Board of Education Rule 6A-20.025

The Exceptional Student Education Training Grant Program for teachers provides
reimbursement to persons under contract to teach in Pre K-12 exceptional student
education programs and who do not have certification or endorsement in the
specific subject area for the current teaching assignment.

Award
Eligible applicants may receive tuition reimbursement for up to nine semester hours

or the equivalent per term per academic year at a rate of $78 per credit hour.

Eligibility

Eligible recipients hold a valid Florida educator’s certificate that does not reflect an
exceptional student education coverage or endorsement appropriate for their
assignment, and hold a full-time contract to teach in a Florida publicly-funded school
(Pre K-12), or a state supported program. In addition, recipients must earn a 3.0 on
a 4.0 scale in specialized courses needed for certification in the area in which she or

he is assigned.
Key Statistics

Awards were prorated for the 2001-2002 award year. The maximum award per
credit hour was $45.

.. Exceptional Student Education TrainingGrant. .

2 articipants/Cou ‘Funds Disburs
1997-98 300 $109,019
1998-99 307 $109,128
1999-00 470 $109,212
2000-01 417 $87,289
2001-02 48]* $65.434
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Instructional Aide Scholarship Program -

The 2000 Florida Legislature created the Instructional Aide Scholarship Program to
encourage instructional aides to become certified to teach in subject areas of critical
state concern. The program provides tuition reimbursement to instructional aides
who have been employed by a publicly-funded Florida school district for at least one

year.

Award Level
To the extent funds are available, eligible program participants receive a tuition
reimbursement for matriculation and fees up to $3,000.

Eligibility

Eligible applicants have been employed as instructional aides in a publicly-funded
Florida school system for at least one year and are enrolled in a program of study
leading to certification in an area of critical state concern. Courses eligible for
reimbursement must have been completed with a minimum grade of 2.0 on a 4.0
scale. There is no program length limit, and students may apply each year for
reimbursement for courses taken during the award period.

Key Statistics
This program was established in General Appropriations proviso. The 2001
Legislature provided an appropriation to assist instructional aides achieve Florida
teacher certification in areas of critical state concern. Areas of critical state concern
include:
e English for Speakers of Other Languages
Exceptional Student Education
Foreign Language
Math
Science
Technology Education

2001-2002 was the second year for this program.

Instructional Aide Scholarship Program

- ¥Year | Courses Funded aoe Award Amount. | E
20006-01 553 $268 $148.389
2001-02 663 3176 $116,367
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Cr:tacal Occupational Therapist or. Physuca! Theraplst Shorl:age

Student Loan Forgiveness Program
Florida Statute 240.6073  State Board of Education Rule 6A-20.041

The Occupational Therapist or Physical Therapist Student Loan Forgiveness Program
(OT/PT-LF) was established to encourage qualified personnel to seek employment in
Florida publicly-funded schools. This program provides financial assistance in the
form of repayments toward educational loans incurred by applicants in becoming
licensed therapists.

Award Level

A therapist awarded through the OT/PT-LF Program may receive a full award of up
to $2,500 per year to repay eligible undergraduate loans and up to $5,000 per year
to repay eligible graduate loans. An applicant may receive an award for a maximum
of four academic years or a total of $10,000, whichever comes first. A therapist
assistant may receive student loan forgiveness for a maximum of two academic
years or a total of $5,000, whichever comes first, Awards are made from funds
available for this program based on the timely receipt of all required forms.

Eligibility

Recipients of the OT/PT-LF Program must:

» be licensed by or have a temporary permit as a therapist from the Florida
Department of Health;

» have been employed as a therapist in a Florida publicly-funded school (K-12) for at
least 90 days of the school year; and

« declare an intent to be employed for a minimum of three years as a licensed
therapist in Florida publicly-funded schools (K-12).

Key Statistics

The average award for the 2001-2002 academic year was $3,142. The
appropriation was shared with the OT/PT Scholarship Loan and OT/PT Tuition
Reimbursement Programs.

0‘!‘/ PT Student Loan Forgiveness

- Year 1 Students Pk L
1997-98 4 $15.267
1998-99 12 $32,500
1999-00 25 $75,000
2000-01 43 $137,739
2001-02 32 $100,539
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Critica! Occupatmnal Therapist or Physu:a! Therapzst Shortage -

“Tuition Reimbursement Program
Florida Statute 240.6075  State Board of Education Rule 6A-20. 040

The Critical Occupational Therapist or Physical Therapist Shortage Tuition
Reimbursement (OT/PT-TR) Program assists full-time therapists currently employed
in Florida publicly-funded schools (K-12) to enhance their professional skills.

Award Level

A therapist awarded through the OT/PT-TR Program may be reimbursed up to $78
per semester hour, for a total of nine semester hours, or the equivalent in quarter
hours per year. Maximum program length is limited to 36 semester hours or the
equivalent in quarter hours.

Eligibility

Recipients of the OT/PT-TR Program must:

« be licensed by or have a valid temporary permit as a therapist from the Florida
Department of Health;

» be employed as a full-time therapist in a Florida publicly-funded school (K-12) and
have been employed as such for a minimum of three years; and

» have earned a minimum grade point average of 3.0 in all courses submitted for
reimbursement.

Awards are made from the funds available for this program based on the timely

receipt of all required documentation.

Key Statistics

The first awards for this program were made in 1994-95. This program shares an
appropriation with the OT/PT Scholarship Loan and the OT/PT Student Loan
Forgiveness Programs. No professionals applied for this program for the 2000-2001

year.

" Critical OT/PT Shortage Tuition Reimbursement:

“Year Students :  Funds Awarded
1997-98 1 $468
1698-99 2 $850
1999-00 1 $702
2000-01 1 $468
2001-02 0 30
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Office of Student Financial Assistance
www . FloridaStudentFinancial Aid.org






