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YOU SHOULD KNOW

The 2014-15 Free Application
for  Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) is now available. Stu-
dents assisted by parents may
complete the FAFSA for con-
sideration of federal and state
financial aid for the 2014-15 ac-
ademic year. This user-friendly
application provides built-in ed-
its which help prevent costly
errors. The FAFSA also imple-
ments skip logic to prevent the
applicant from answering un-
necessary questions. In addi-
tion, applicants also have the

OSFA News
for
Counselors

JANUARY THRU MARCH 2014

Free Application for Federal Student Aid

ability to link information from stu-
dents’ and parents’ most recent tax
returns to the FAFSA beginning
February 1st.

Remember, the FAFSA may be
completed using estimated data
(with the expectation that it will be
updated upon completion of the
2013 income tax form). Visit the
FAFSA website for answers to
questions you may have or call toll
-free at 1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-
433-3243) or 1-319-337-5665.
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New to the FAFSA?

PROUD SPONSOR of
the AMERICAN W

Get help paying for college

Free Application for Federal Student Aid

English | Espaiiol

Submit a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
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Returning User?

« Make a correction
«+ Add a school

« View your Student Aid
Report (SAR), and more.

Deadlines
Information about your deadlines.

School Code Search

Find your college’s school code. Also find detailed
information about your college.

Announcements
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mailto:OSFAStudentLoans@fldoe.org
mailto:OSFAStudentLoans@fldoe.org
mailto:OSFA@fldoe.org
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/
http://studentaid.ed.gov/fafsa

YOU SHOULD KNOW

 CGS!Florida

ay events run
22-24, 2014.

FLORIDA

(LEE N
oy

Join us for CGS! in early 2014 for:

» Personalized FAFSA completion assistance
» Leamn about other financial aid resources

» PLUS, you may be eligible to enter a drawing to win a
CGS! Scholarship

According to an article
from the Florida College
Access "only 55% of all
Florida high school
graduates completed the
FAFSA during the 2012 -

word

13 school year.”

reading the



http://www.navigatingyourfinancialfuture.org/CGS!FLORIDA/Home.aspx
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The U.S. Department of Education's office of Federal Student Aid (FSA)
announced a new resource available to high school counselors, col-
lege access professionals and those interested in learning more about
the financial aid arena. The Financial Aid Toolkit provides a wealth of
information and resources to promote a successful financial aid night
which includes a presentation, posters, fact sheets, videos, and Pow-
erPoint presentations. Counselors are encouraged to explore the
Search Financial Aid Tools and Resources page. Viewers can filter re-
sources by audience, topic, seasonality (time of year), and type of re-
source. For more condensed information use the Financial Aid Toolkit
Checklist.

ABOUTUS  STUDENTAIDGOV Q h

An OFFICE of the U.S. DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION

Leam About Financial Aid Conduct Outreach Get Training ng;gsmml Ad Tools and

Help students and parents prepare for college or career school

The Financial Aid Toolkit provides federal student aid information and outreach tools for counselors, college access
professionals, nonprofit mentors, and others.

LEARN ABOUT FINANCIAL AID CONDUCT OUTREACH GET TRAINING SEARCH TOOLS AND RESOURCES

Understand the basics of federal studentaid ~ Get tips on hosting events; sample financial ~ Find training or conference opportunities and ~ Search our resource library by content
the FAFSA and loan repayment aid night PowerPoint presentations; and leam about the National Training for audience, topic, and time of year.

suggested messages for social media, Counselors and Mentors (NT4CM) program,
e-mails, or newsletters.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ WELCOME TO THE FINANCIAL AID TOOLKIT
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\ FOIA | Privacy | Notices | Plug-ins and Viewers | usa.gov | ed.gov | whitehouse.gov | Contact Us | Leave Us Feedback 'm /


http://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/tk/resources.jsp
http://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/resources/toolkit-fact-sheet.pdf
http://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/resources/toolkit-fact-sheet.pdf
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Updated Resources Available

IThe Florida Department of Education, [

| Office of Student Financial Assistance
is pleased to provide products and
services to middle and high school

|counse|ors to support our mission of

| facilitating higher education access.

Visit our updated site and | | mp—— Y
take advantage of the free N School

tools offered to assist you in Counselos
serving the student body at P

your school.



http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/FFELP/mid_high_school/midhighschool.html
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" Florida Choices— Free Resource!!

\

Florida CHOICES (www.flchoices.org) is the state's career in-
formation delivery system. It provides career and educao-
tional exploration information for counselors, students, and
parents.

To begin, set up the free profile according to your role (high
school student , college student , adult learner , parent of student or counse-
lor). Next, proceed through the website. You may obtain information on top-
ics such as Career Planning, High School Planning, College Planning, and Fi-
nancial Aid Planning. Many other selections are also available.

Florida CHOICES includes assessments for interests, skills, and values as well as
information on careers and postsec- . ...
ondary education. Accountability

reports for management of student
usage are retrievable from the Pro- s RARNINGY  fanuine  BLANNING'” poRTFOLIO
fessional Center of CHOICES. "

Florida CHOICES is available for use

by all Floridians at no charge. : :

Schools can be set up with their own | % RN i i
accounts. If you have questionsor |~ = """ By
need assistance with the CHOICES

program, please contact the si'
CHOICES Team af WAl NS
choices@fldoe.org or 800-342-9271. e | ||Em-

\ M U)L ‘@ ‘ E E H gj mﬂ/ @ Internet | Protected Mode: On

) Florda Bright Futures
Scholarship Program &5

: 4
GUIDEWAYS

~



http://www.flchoices.org/
mailto:choices@fldoe.org?subject=Subject%201
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I Too many Florida students are not applying for Federal Aid.
: Only 55% of all Florida high school graduates completed

I the Free Applications for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) dur-
: ing the 2012-13 school year.
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This following brief from the Florida College Access Network
provides an overview of the FAFSA completion data at the
specific school including state levels over the past two
school years. This tool is helpful in monitoring our state’s
progress.

http://www.floridacollegeaccess.org/wp-content/
uploads/2013/12/FAFSA-Completion-in-Florida.pdf



http://www.floridacollegeaccess.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/FAFSA-Completion-in-Florida.pdf
http://www.floridacollegeaccess.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/FAFSA-Completion-in-Florida.pdf
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Winter Events OSFA’s Outreach Team

e January 2014 — The 2014-15 Free Application for

Contact Information

Lori Auxier

Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is now available. Director of Outreach Services
e January 20th State Offices Closed for MLK Holiday Zgl:ggg:ggjg’ :zce
e Remind students of approaching ACT & SAT testing Lori. Auxier@fldoe.org

dates and locations. Isabel Acevedo

Outreach Representative
South Florida
305-364-3062, office
305-819-0652, fax
Isabel.Acevedo@fldoe.org

e Early evaluation of Bright Futures eligibility.

e February 2014 — College Goal Sunday workshops are
K available in your area.

| Contact an OSFA Outreach Representative about | Robin Blank

I_your high school’s needs. We’ll be glad to help! | Outreach Representative
_— e . . O T . . o e Greater Palm Beach/Broward

561-357-4837, office/fax
Robin.Blank@fldoe.org

The January 2014 NyFF E-News is available for Pedro “Pete” Hernandez
Outreach Representative
Northeast Florida

.. 850-245-1821, office
Just visit January 2014 850-488-3612. fax
Financial News for Students!

In this month’s E-News issue:

your students.

Pedro.Hernandez@fldoe.org

Gerri McCormick

Outreach Representative
Greater Orlando
407-207-4944, officelfax
Gerri.McCormick@fldoe.org

« Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) is now
available

Reyonna Parrish
Outreach Representative

« College Goal Sunday

Information Northwest Florida
) 850-410-6830, office
« Frequently Asked Questions about the FAFSA 850-488-3612. fax
Reyonna.Parrish@fldoe.org
Please visit www.NavigatingYourFuture.org and Stephanie Rosh
select “Current E-News” to access this vital Outreach Representative

Greater Tampa

information.
727-771-4397, office
678-606-1445, fax

Stephanie.Rosh@fldoe.org

Have you missed an issue of the Jan Smith
. Manager of Outreach Services
OSFA News for Guidance Counselors? 850-245-1822, office

, . ) ) . 850-488-3612, fax
You may visit our archives for prior editions. Jan.Smith@fldoe.org
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